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Roll of Citizens of Cascade County
Subject to Military Duty — 1896
Surnames T through Z

Tabor, Jno.P.
Taelman, L.
Tahie, Herman
Taite, H. B.
Taitt. E. B.
Taize, Peter
Take, John
Tasch, Jno.
Talbot, G. W.
Talbot, Thos.
Talgo, Burt
Tamen, W. N.
Tanner, W. E.
Tarling, A.
Tarling, A. H.
Tarling, A. Jr.
Taylor, A. D.
Taylor, Chas.
Taylor, Ed.
Taylor, Geo.
Taylor, Geo. W.
Taylor, J. B.
Taylor, J. C.
Taylor, J. T.
Taylor, J. A.
Taylor, John A.
Taylor, W. A.
Taylor, W. B.
Taylor, Wm. H.
Teague, Amos
Tebeau, Frank
Teegarden, Sam
Teller, T.
Terhune, J. B.
Terrill, Wm
Teuscher, Fred
Tex, Thos.
Thayer, C. E.
Thisted, Andrew
Thode, A. J.
Thomas,Chris
Thomas, Ed.
Thomas, Edward
Thomas, Frank
Thomas, G.
Thomas, Hagner
Thomas, Jno.
Thomas, J. H.
Thomas, Jno. L.
Thomas, Morris
Thomas, W.

Thomson, Theo.
Thompson, J.
Thompson , John
Thompson, A. P.
Thompson, A. W.
Thompson, F. A.
Thompson, Frank
Thompson, H. M.
Thompson, H. P.
Thompson, F. A.

Thompson, Henry F.

Thompson, H. T.
Thompson, J. J.
Thompson, Jas.
Thompson, Jno.
Thompson, Pat
Thompson, R. J.
Thompson, J. G. G.
Thompson, S. B.
Thompson, S. C.
Thomson, Theo.
Thoren, C. A.
Thorney, P.
Thornton, Thos. E.
Thorson, And.
Thorson, C.
Thorson, Kun
Thrasher, 1. W.
Thrasher, Ray H.
Thrasher, W. P.
Thurston, L. H.
Tihil, Herman;
Tintinger, C. R.
Titus, Al
Tnexler, A.
Toben, James
Todd,Matt
Todd, N.
Toeans, Thos.
Tofti, E. J.

Tofti, John A.
Tofti, John J.
Toms, T. E.
Toreng, C.
Torson, Gus
Torson, Knute
Torson, Swan
Tough. P. M.
Towns, Thos.
Townsend, John
Townsend, W. H.

Tracy, Wm.
Travers, M. A.
Traverse, M. J.
Travis, A.
Travis, Jas. Jr.
Trennerry, R. J.
Trennerry,W. S.
Trepka, Otto
Trigg, A. J.
Trimborne, Jos.
Triplet J.
Triplet, Jas. W.
Triplet, John
Triplet, S. E.
Triplet, T. F.
Tripp, Wm.
Tripp, W. T.
Tucker, Ghues
Tuferson, Pete
Tully, Hugh
Turkelson, Hans
Turner, David
Turner, Fred
Turner, Geo. W.
Turner, Granville
Turner,Chas C.
Turner, W.L.
Turnsford, J. H .
Tutt,Lee

Tyler, H.

Tyler, T. M.
Tyler, Wm
Tyrrell, W. H.
Tyrrell, A. E.
Udell, W. S.
Udein, Jno.
Uerie, Walter
Ulrich, Geo.
Umphrey, P.M.
Uoiret, Ed
Uoriet, Peter
Uphein, L.
U'Ress, Thos.
Vadnair, Jos.
Vagon, E. O.
Valbaber, Audre
Van Cleve, Galen
Vance, A. J.
Vance, C. J.
Vance, Ed
VanCleve, M. A.
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Roll of Citizens of Cascade County
Subject to Military Duty — 1896
Surnames T through Z

Vandervort, J. W
Vandewalker, H. C.
Vandon, Heuvel Jos.
VanKaten, Wesley
VanOhr, Fred
Varelli, B.
Vaughn, E. D.
Vaughn, Robt.
Vaun, David
Vaupell, Geo.
Veasey, T. S.
Veen, D.

Vernon, E.
Vernon, Geo. W.
Vernon, Jno.
Vessey, V. E.
Vickerson, D. I.
Vidal, C. E.,K.
Vieau, Arthur
Virchek, Steve
Voell, Paul
Vogel, Fred
Volk, C.
VonBank, Peter
Voss, Ed
Wadsworth, Chet
Wadsworth, O. F.
Wadsworth, O. F. Jr.
Wagenbach, Geo.
Wagner,

Wagner, Frank
Wagner, Jos.
Wagner, N. J.
Wagner, Nick
Waibel, H. D.
Wakenshaw,Adam
Waldeland, L.
Walden, Frank
Walgamoth, O. S.
Walin, W.
Walker, C. B.
Walker, J. L.
Walker, Jno, M.
Walker, Jos.
Walker, Owen
Walker, Sam
Wall, C.
Wallace, F. J.
Wallace, N. W.
Wallace, U. G.
Wallace, W. W.

Wallard, Geo Weigand, Wm. A.
Wallenstein A. Weilands, Henry
Wallock, Jno. Wein, R. A.
Walsh, J. B Weinbergen, J.
Walsh, M. F. Weinhold, Fred
Walters, James Weir, Robt.
Walton, H. J. Weis, Walter
Wamer, E.E. Weisenbach, Julius
Wamer, L. S. Weisenbach, R. W.
Wamer, W. Weisick, E. B.
Wanderbaker, P. Weitman, J. L.
Warden, O. S. Welch, James
Wareham, Sullivan Welch, N.
Wargo, Mike Welcome, Peter
Warren, E. E., Weller, C.
Warzelsin, Sol Weller, Chas.
Wasdrop, G.H. Wellien, J.
Wasila, B. Wells, J. C.
Water, W. Wells, R. T.
Waterhouse, A. E. Wengel, Rob't. E.
Waters, E. D. Wenzek, Gotleib
Waters, W. W. Wenzel, John
Watson, Geo. W. Wertheim, Nate
Watson, Wm. Wescott, A.
Watson, Y. C. Wessellen, V.
Watt, C. E. West, Fred C.
Watters, J. M. West, Peter
Wayrn, E.A. West, Robert
Weaver, J. M. Westerham, Edwd. A.
Weaver, James C. Westerline, Ed.
Webb, Jno. E. Westley, James
Webb, N. A. Weston, Jake
Webb, S. D. Wetzel, C. E,
Webber, C. Wetzel, J. B.
Webber, Henry Whalen, Neal
Webber, Hy Wheeler, Jos. H.
Webber, John A. Wheeler, Maurice
Webber, Nick Wheeler, Thos.
Webber, O. H. Wheeler, W.I.
Weber, C. Wherrit, John S.
Webster, C. M. Whitbeck, W. A.
Webster, C. A. Whitcomb, J. E.
Webster, F. W. Whitcomb, Z. S.
Webster, W. A. White, Arthur
Wegner, J. F. White, D. E.
Weidenbaker, Peter White, E. L.
Weidman, J. L. White, E.V.
Weigam, E. A White, H.H.
Weigand, H. P. White, J. D.
Weigand, Jno. G. White, J. N.
Weigand, Jos. White, John
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Roll of Citizens of Cascade County
Subject to Military Duty — 1896

Surnames T through Z

White, Thos, H..
White, Thos. L.
White, Wm.
White, Wm. 1.
Whitfield, Jas.
Whitehead, Jno.
Whitehead, Jos.
Whitman, B. D.
Whitman, Chas.
Whitman, D. C,,
Whittaker, C.
Whittaker, Fred
Whittaker, Geo.
Whittaker,F. C.
Whittaker, Frank
Whittle, Jno.
Whyte, A.
Whythe, Oscar
Wick, S.
Wickerham, E. C.
Wickwire, F.
Wiegand, E.A.
Wiegand, H. P.
Wight, Robt. N.
Wilber, Sam R.
Wilber, S. R.
Wilber, T. E..
Wilbur, K, R.
Wilbur, N. A.
Wilcox, Landgon
Wildekopf, Herman
Wilder, Wm.
Wilkins, J. H.
Willett, H. F.
Willett, W. H .
Willey,Joe
William, Don
Williams, B.
Williams, David
Williams, E. L.
Williams, Evan
Williams, J. E.
Williams, J. F.
Williams, J. G.
Williams. J. J.
Williams, Jno. R. Jr.
Williams, Moses
Williams, S. T.
Williams, Thos., R.
Williams, W.
Williams, W. R.

Willington, Thos.
Willmoth, James

Woodworth, F. G.
Woodworth, L.

Willams, Wooliscroft, P. I,
Wilmott, P. C. Wooliscroft, Thos.
Wilmot, Jas. Woolwineg, J. R.
Wilsey, F. G. Worbich, J.
Wilson, A. Worctel,Rud
Wilson, Aug Wren, W. P.
Wilson, C. H. Wright, C.
Wilson, Fred Wright, C. F.,
Wilson, G. Wright, E. E.
Wilson, Geo. Wright, F. W.
Wilson, Harry Wright, Geo. R.
Wilson, Jas. Wright, H. H.
Wilson, J. N. Wright, J. L.
Wilson, M. Wright, Joseph
Wilson, Ray Wright, J. N.
Wilson, R. M. Wright, Richard
Wilson, T. O. Wright, R. H.
Wilson, Vir. Wright, Sam
Wilson, W. J. Wright, T. D.
Winehold, Fred Wourel, Gallers
Weinbergen,J. Wyatt, C. C.
Winslow, N. H. Wynne, Thos.
Wioegand, Wm. A. Yernedt, Carl
Witfield, Jas. Yarnell, W. H.
Witherell, S. E. Yates, Sol
Wittwer, J. G. Yellowcan, Jno
Wochman, F. A. York, Alex
Woehner, C. F, York, John
Woehner, F. A. York, W. L.
Wolf, James Youldon, Chas. E.
Wolf, J. J. Youldon, Thos.
Wolf, Jerry Young, Fred
Wolf, R. E. Young J. L.
Woodahl, John Young, E. C.
Wood, A. B., Young, Edwin
Wood, H. E. Young, F. C.
Wood, J. M. Young, Geo. W.
Wood, Logan Young, H. C.
Wood, W. H. Young, Jas. D.
Wood, Wm. F. Young, Jas. F.
Woodhouse, Thos. Young, John
Woodhurst, H. Young, Joseph
Woodly, C. Young, S. M.
Woodman, R. O. Younger, Jas. F.
Woods, Arthur Yousiek, John
Woods, D. B. Zanzoch, Jas.
Woods, Geo. M. Zappa, Joseph
Woods, Levey Zeigler, M. C.
Woodward, E. E, Zeigler, P. A.
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Roll of Citizens of Cascade County
Subiject to Military Duty — 1896
Surnames T through Z

Zenn, K
Zigler, M. C.
Zigler, P. A.
Zeller, Henry
Zigler, M. C.
Zingal, J. E.

Miller’s “An Illustrated History of
Montana” of 1894 - Abstract

Dr. John W Frizzell (page 64) was
born in Warrensville, near Cleveland, Ohio,
February 5, 1854 and when two years of age
was adopted by Russell Frizzell, by whom he
was reared as an own son. Dr. Frizzell received
his education at the local public schools, and
when eighteen, began to teach. He taught
school off and on for about twenty terms in his
own and neighboring districts. He then went to
Cleveland and entered the office of Prof. H. F.
Biggar, where he took instruction for three
years. At the same time he attended lectures at
the Cleveland Homeopathic Hospital College,
where he graduated in 1884. He then returned
home and cared for his parents until their death,
after which he came West.

Dr. Frizzell arrived in Great Falls the
19th of June, 1891 and immediately opened an
office at No. 317 Central Avenue, where he has
since continued practice. Dr, Frizzell was mar-
ried September 25, 1881 to Miss Emily May
Conkey, of Warrensville, a daughter of Lafay-
ette Conkey, her father’s farm adjoined the
Frizzell place. They have had two children, one
of whom is living - Rex Russell Frizzell, eight
years old.

18

GREAT FALLS
CITY GOVERNMENT

1906-1907
Taken from R.L. Polk & Co.’s Great Falls
and Cascade County Directory

Mayor - Harry H. Ewing

City Treasurer - Herman Nalbach
Police Magistrate - James Hanley

City Attorney - John W. Stanton

City Clerk - Worden P. Wren

Street Commissioner - Andrew J. Mills
Chief of Police - Robert Pontet

Chief of Fire Department - James E. Jewell
City Engineer - George W. Bird, later C.
Swearingen

Physician - Dr. C.A. Brady

City Council President - F. Paul Auerbach

Council Aldermen:

1st Ward - J.A. Wright, A. H. Stephens

2nd Ward - G.P. Malon, J. H. Mayer

3rd Ward - F. Paul Auerbach, A.J. Fousek

4th Ward - F.E. Stefy, Chris Nelson
Police Department - Robert Pontet, Marcus Ander-
son, Oto Bjornstad, Sheldon Hodges, Peter Fitzek,
T.G. Lanning, J. P. Lane, R. J. Blee, F. C. Locker,
E.C. Powers

Fire Department:

City Hall Bldg. 323 2nd Ave South

James E. Jewell, Leslie Naylor, Harry Hogan, Wil-
liam H. Grover, John Skees, T. . Sappington

412 13th Street North

Leslie Naylor, Assistant Chief; John Charles
Wetherald, driver; Ernest Goings, Hydrant Man
Boston Heights

Hose Co. (volunteers), John A. Brown, Foreman

Board of Park Commissioners

President - Ransom Cooper

Clerk - W. P. Wren

H. C. Edwinsky, -- Dickinson, O.F. Wadsworth , Jr.,
B. B. Kelly, F. P. Atkinson

Cascade County Commissioners
L. Roalswick, P. W. Bradford, W. D. Delphy

Contributed by Janet Thomson
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The William and Emma Brown Story

A Remembrance

by
Myrtle Brown Reiswig

My father, William Henry Brown, was born in New York state on 2 April 1856 and grew up in Michigan
where his parents had moved when he was quite young. At 17 he left home, headed west, and worked for a
time on the Missouri riverboats as a deck hand, during a two year trek to Montana. He first settled in the Judith
Basin before coming to Great Falls. His journey to Montana was made prior to the battle of Little Big Horn and
at night the travelers could hear the drums and changing of the Indian war dancers. Boats traveled mostly at
night to avoid an Indian attack.

At first, he worked at various jobs for other men until he was old enough to file his own pre-emption in
Goodman Coulee. There he built a log cabin and improved the land. | remember the first few years of m life
were spent in this log house with a sod roof that always leaked when it rained.

My mother, Emma Amanda Shaw, second daughter of Andrew and Martha Shaw, was born on 7 April 1867,
after her father returned from the Civil War where he had served as a Lieutenant under General Grant. | still
have in my possession a number of letters written by Andrew to his wife Martha while he was away in the
army. He frequently apologized because their pay was late and he was unable to send her any money. In a letter
from St. Louis dated 1 April 1864, he said the boys had been hoping for a raise, but now it seemed unlikely that
they would get it. At that time his pay was $13 per month.

My parents were married in Great Falls and set up housekeeping in the log cabin in Goodman Coulee, 12
miles away. Later, Father got more logs and built on an addition and put shingles on the roof, which made it
much nicer. My three sisters and two of my four brothers were born in the old house. We four girls all slept
together, crosswise in one bed.

Father sent to the nurseryman and got fruit trees and other small fruit bushes. We always had crabapples and
red currants aplenty, as well as wild chokecherries. Mother made delicious crabapple butter and crab sweet
pickles, canning them, along with currant jelly and chokecherry jam. Father had his own greenhouse where we
started seedlings to be set out later. He raised truck garden vegetables, including cabbage, cauliflower, green
onions, radishes, beets, and carrots, which Mother washed in the creek and tied in bunches ready for Market in
Sand Coulee. She also mad 50 to 60 pounds of butter each week for the Sand Coulee coal camp and Father
hauled coal from Sand Coulee for our fuel. It was a busy little town in those days. Father also raised cattle and
horses as well as grain and hay.

I remember running down the path to the creek one day and seeing what looked like a rope lying on the path.
When | got nearer | saw it was a snake. | was going too fast to stop so | jumped over it. | was really frightened
and ran screeching as loud as I could. Mother was in the spring-house looking after the milk. She came running
to see what was wrong with me. When | was finally able to tell her, she gathered up a few rocks in her apron.
The rattler was still lying where | had jumped over it and she soon ended its life. She knew how to handle a gun
and wouldn’t hesitate to shoot a hawk, coyote, or skink if it was after her chickens, but didn’t believe in wast-
ing bullets on snakes.

Another time we kids were in the garden where she was picking currants. A lot of poppies were growing wild
and y sister Kitty was bending over to smell one that was just blooming. | heard the rattles and told Mother a
rattlesnake was nearby. It was coiled just the other side of the poppy. She told Kitty to run and killed it. From
then on, we always had an open eye for rattlers.

Another time our family set out in the wagon to visit neighbors up the hill, but were forced to turn back be-
cause a colony of rattlers that had just emerged from their den. They were all over the trail, even hanging from
the bushes. Father was afraid the horses would b bitten. Once, a beautiful black stallion he owned was bitten
and | remember seeing him standing, trembling, with sweat covering him. He didn’t die as Father was able to
cut the bite in time to save him. Mother sprinkled alum powder on the wound to help it heal. That was a trusted
standby and often used on animals to heal cuts and gashes. On a sad note, | remember when little Alma Kinsey
was bitten and died. We all went to the funeral. Crabapples were in bloom and Mother made a wreath of apple
blossoms for the coffin.

One winter when | was about six, Father was very sick and some rustlers came by just at dusk and were driv-
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ing off some of our cattle. We children were outside and saw them first and ran in to tell our parents. Father
didn’t want Mother to go out, but as soon as she realized what was happening, she threw her shawl over her
head and shoulders and went after them on foot, ordering these men to bring our cattle back. It could have been
because she was a woman, and a small one at that, not much over five feet tall; in any case, they admired her
spunk, turned the herd towards home and rode away. The cattle lost no time returning to their windbreak in the
feedlot.

About 1895 or ‘96, Mother received a small legacy from relatives in lowa and instead of using the money for
a new house, they decided to build the big barn. Mr. Peter Hensler built the stone foundation for the huge struc-
ture and helped to complete the rest of it. He used to come out from Great Falls (where his family was living at
that time) to work on the barn. When it was finished, people came from miles around to help us celebrate with
a big ban dance. The orchestra consisted of the Young family who lived over the hill from our place. Mr.
Young played the trumpet, Joe the flute, Maggie violin, and Emma their piano, which was brought to our place
especially for the occasion. So we had good music and danced until 4 o’clock or after in the morning.

One day during the haying season, Mr. Hensler walked out from Great Falls and stopped in for dinner and
then went out to help shove the hay back into the barn. Father was putting the hay in slings, a half load at a
time. When one load came in, Mr. Hensler stepped back and fell through a chute into the basement below,
breaking both legs or two breaks in one leg; | can’t remember which. Everyone was pretty excited. | can’t re-
member how they got him to the hospital in Great Falls.

Father always kept numerous cats, half-wild creatures, in the barn to keep the rats and mice out of the grain
bins. When he and Mother did the milking, they filled two or three big pans with fresh milk, right there in the
barn. The cats came running from all directions. We counted 27! Father always said he’d rather feed cats than
rats and mice.

Christmas concerts were held in a schoolhouse, but I can’t recall which one. I think it was the Red Butte
school, which was also used as a church. Father had been a trustee there in 1892. People came from miles
away, by bobsled and horseback, bringing all the family, including small babies who slept through it all.
Mother’s organ was taken to the school ahead of time to accompany the singing. We children practiced for
weeks to learn our little songs and recitations to entertain parents and neighbors. The gaily decorated tree was a
thing of magical beauty to us and at the end of the program, Santa Claus came in with a big bag of goodies
slung over his shoulder. We were all allowed to reach into the bag and take as much as we could hold in our
two hands. It was all very exciting and the high point of the year, but by the end of the evening we were tired
out. We usually fell asleep on the straw in the bottom of the big old bobsled on the way home, kept warm by
heated bricks and blankets.

I remember how we used to visit back and forth with the neighbors and the good times we had and how
quickly they were there to help in times of trouble, like the time Father was quite sick and the weather was very
cold, too. We were running out of flour and were having a hard time of it. Mr. William McCUmber stopped in
on his way to Great Falls. He got the things we needed and brought them back. | can’t remember how Mother
managed with the chores at that time, milking and feeding the livestock, as well as having to chop a hole in the
thick ice on the creek so we could get water. She must have done it by herself as we children were too small.

Another occasion, she was sick and Father had gone to Great Falls for the doctor. A thunderstorm came up
and lightning stuck the wire fence and set fire to the dry grass above our place. The fire was coming down the
hill toward the grain field. It was getting dusk and no one was there to help, so Kitty and | ran to the Bissons.
Walter and Wallace came running and put out the fire for us.

JimChronister worked for Father for quite a while. He and Jim would get the horses in on Sunday and break
them to ride. Jim was good at it and good to us children. Another young fellow, Anthony Tony) Hensler also
worked for him. Some folks called him Tom. We liked him, too.

I remember when we got a heavy rain, or during spring thaw, how the creek would come up like a roaring
river. | fell in one time when it was high. The water was so muddy Mother couldn’t see where | was and it was
almost reaching her armpits. When | came up she saw the straw hat | was wearing and grabbed me. I recall her
shaking and slapping me, the blood spurting from my lip and nose where a plank struck me as I fell.

We kids always enjoyed the 4th of July. Father would get firecrackers and large sparkling rockets to shoot off
after dark. In the morning he would get up and put a packet of firecrackers under a big dishpan and light them
at the side of our bed.

We always eagerly watched for Father’s return whenever he was away from home. A trip to Great Falls and
back in the wagon took the whole day, although it was only 12 miles. We would run to open the gate for him as
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he usually drove a team that wouldn’t stand still unless someone was holding the reins. After he drove through,
we would shut the gate and climb up beside him to ride the rest of the way. He never failed to bring us little
gifts of candy, sometimes new shoes. Mother made all our dresses as well as her own. She was a good dress-
maker and did beautiful work.

One day, Father went to Great Falls when a carload of horses had been shipped in from Kansas. He bought
two mares, a roan and a gray. The gray had been foundered and was quite stiff in front. He gave the old gray to
us girls to learn how to ride and we really loved her. When we left Montana, Kitty wanted to take OI’ Maggie
along, although Father said we could tie her behind the train! He added that we might only have her head to
show when we arrived at our destination. So we gave OI’ Maggie to our friend, Elsie Hensler. The other mare
was gentle, too, but one summer Father turned her out on the range and when he got the horses back in the fall,
OlI’ Kit and some of the others were “locoed”. Once the horses got started on loco weed they became addicted
and wanted more. We were never allowed to ride her after that.

I was past ten years and had never been to school. My father, Mr. McCumber and Mr. William Stark got to-
gether and started a school for their own children. This would be about 1898. My father gave the land for the
school. It was a frame building, not very nice, but we only had school for three months in the summer. Miss
Blanche Foot, who boarded with us, was our first teacher. Next year, Miss Mead stayed at John York’s place,
followed by Miss Kelly and Miss Keesey, who also stayed at the Yorks. One year, after school was out, my
folks hired Maggie Young to come to our house. She taught us for about three months into the fall. After the
third year, the school was moved on the York’s property and later it was called the McCumber School.

In the spring of 1902 my father sold out to Mr. Walter Hale and we had an auction sale before we moved to
British Columbia, Canada. When we arrived in Vernon, BC on 8 May, we almost thought we were in heaven.
The country was so pretty, green and warm, with the fruit trees coming into bloom. When we left Montana the
snow was gone but it was still cold, with snowbanks at the edges of some fields and the country was still brown
with no new growth yet.

My father was a generous hard-working man, always willing to help anyone in need. But for the last 9 years
of his life he was unable to work at all after suffering an attack of typhoid fever in 1917. Complications devel-
oped, leaving his legs paralyzed. He never fully recovered, although eventually he was able to get around a
little with the help of two rubber-tipped canes. He lost hope that he would one day walk again. It was during
these invalid years that he told Melvin of his early experiences during his first years in Montana, when he was
a greenhorn.

Mother was a hard-working, brave, and courageous woman. She had to be, to live the difficult life of her
times and endure the privations and hardships of pioneer life. She died in the Peace River country in Alberta,
Canada in 1925.

Since leaving Montana, we have lived in Oregon, Washington, California, and Alberta, but have come home
to stay in BC. My daughter and son-in-law took my husband and me back to Montana in 1961 and we visited
the old home in Goodman Coulee. The buildings were the same but the willows had grown up along the creek
and it didn’t look the same. | must confess that, like Mr. Chronister, I, too, was a bit excited when | first caught
sight of the old smokestack again and realized we had almost arrived. We met Frank Horan while we were
there, but it was a fast trip and we didn’t find any of the other people we knew. My sister Etta (85) now lives in
Auburn, California; brother Melvin (71) lives in Crescent City, California. Sister Kitty (87) is in Kelowna, BC
and brother William (79) is in Vernon, BC. I’m 89 and living in Winfield, BC, halfway between Kelowna and
Vernon. Sister May and brothers Robin and the baby, Herbert Brown, have all passed away.

This remembrance was generously provided by
Wayne Messecar, Breslau, Ontario, Canada
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FINDING GREAT FALLS AND CASCADE COUNTY
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS

Cascade County was formed from Chouteau County, in 1887. Records created prior to 1887 are
found at Fort Benton, the seat of Chouteau County. Similarly if you are seeking records prior to 1923
with regard to that portion of Judith Basin County formed from Cascade County, the records are in
Great Falls.

BIRTHS

Birth records for Great Falls and Cascade County were recorded in a Cascade County ledger, be-
ginning in 1887; the ledgers were handwritten and many entries are hard to read. In addition, the
births were not always recorded immediately in the ledger; sometimes doctors were as much as 6
months to a year late in recording their entries. Great Falls Genealogy Society members have tran-
scribed most of the early birth records; Donna Wahlberg authored several years of transcriptions
(1887-1902) which were published in The Treasure State Lines, the Great Falls Genealogy Society’s
(GFGS) quarterly publication.

Years available at the GFGS include: 1893 - 1944 (some years missing). These may be
requested from the GFGS Duty Librarian. They are stored in a restricted access area, so plan
your time so that materials can be retrieved. One ledger may be requested at a time. Copies
can be made - see Society copy prices.

Other sources for births include:
Births 1952 - 1989 (selected). These can be found in the GFGS Library Vital Records bind-
ers (by year) - they are in the Cascade County section. Births (along with other vital records)
were clipped from Great Falls Tribune newspapers, beginning with mid-1952; the Society
received these newspapers from the Cascade Historical Society. Some caveats apply; a
binder contains only the clippings which have been received and clipped thus far [as of Janu-
ary 2007, there’s 19 binders of electronically indexed clippings, however].

Birth certificates can be requested, in person or by letter, at the Clerk and Recorder’s Of-
fice, Cascade County Courthouse. As of October 1, 2006 the requester must furnish identifi-
cation.

MARRIAGES

The GFGS has transcribed marriage records for Cascade County, spanning the years 1887 through
1910. Check the separate Bride and Groom Registers, available in the Cascade County section of the
GFGS library. The GFGS, in a cooperative project with the Cascade County Historical Society be-
ginning July 2005, houses all available original marriage certificates and the marriage ledgers, 1887
through 1967. These may be requested from the GFGS Duty Librarian. They are stored in a
restricted access area, so plan your time so that materials can be retrieved. One ledger or one
certificate can be requested at a time. Copies can be made - see Society copy prices. The GFGS
continues its project of transcribing marriage records and making an electronic index; if you are in-
terested in this project please contact the GFGS vice president, Janet Thomson, at
jannyt@bresnan.net

(Continued on page 23)
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(Continued from page 22)
The Cascade County Clerk and Recorder has microfilmed these records and thus can also provide a
copy. As of October 1, 2006 the requester must furnish identification.

DEATHS

Death records for Cascade County begin in 1887, although not all deaths may have been systemati-
cally recorded. The GFGS has some death registers for some years: 1893 - 1908
The GFGS also has:
o Obituary/cemetery card file, various years
e Cemetery records for all county cemeteries thru 1982 (some updated further)
e Obituary index for the Great Falls Tribune, 1933-1937
e  Coroner Inquest Records (see below)
The Cascade County Clerk and Recorder has microfilmed death records and thus can also provide a
copy. As of October 1, 2006 the requester must furnish identification.

Coroner’s Inquests

In the spring of 2005, Great Falls Genealogy Society volunteers conducting an inventory of
Cascade County records at the Courthouse found a several-drawer file cabinet which con-
tained inquest papers of the County’s inquests beginning in June, 1888. These records were
indexed and along with the indices already compiled, provide a wealth of information. Re-
searchers should use this index and should also examine the Coroner Register Book Indices -
in early years, sometimes only one of these sources recorded the inquest. Most of the time,
however, a record of the inquest was made in the Coroner Register and the original inquest
papers were filed.

Beginning in 1927 and continuing to the present time, most coroner reports include a copy
of the death certificate and many include obituaries and pertinent newspaper articles.

While many reports are brief and to the point, there are some early inquests which consist
of 30+ pages. Most of the inquests included a physical description of the deceased, along
with actual sworn witness testimonies. As the volunteers read these documents to determine
the name, circumstances, verdict, cause of death, coroner, and number, they also noted sali-
ent information and made notes.

Cascade County Inguests contains the inquests in two formats - first, by actual inquest
date and number, and then, beginning with page 24, by surname (alphabetical format). The
following data fields were recorded: Last Name, First Name & Initial, Cause of Death, Ver-
dict, Number, Inquest Date, Filed Date, Coroner, Notes, and “Other”. The ledger is available
at the GFGS Library, Cascade County section, and also as an electronic index at the Society.
Paper copies or a CD can be purchased at a price of $19.95.

In summer, 2005, Diane Green found many boxes of more Coroner’s Register documents
(unbound) in a storage area at the Cascade County Sheriff’s office. These records are mostly
from the 1940’s through into the mid 1980s; in a special collaboration with the Cascade
County Historical Society, GFGS, and the Cascade County Commissioners, each inquest has
been prepared for binding. The process, completed by Julie Pepos, GFGS volunteer, ensures
that each inquest is archivally safe. These inquests will soon be added as a second volume to
the electronic index created earlier.

HAPPY HUNTING!

Contributed by Diane Green and Janet Thomson
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UTAH DEATH CERTIFICATES NOW ONLINE

250,000+ CERTIFICATES FROM 1905 TO 1954
LINKED WITH INDEX AND IMAGES

SALT LAKE CITY, 18 January 2007 - FamilySearch, in conjunction with the Genealogical Society of Utah
and the Utah State Archives and Records Service, announced today that the state's free online index to death
certificates is now linked to original images of the historic documents. The integration of the index with free
digital pictures of the death certificates issued from 1905 to 1954 by the state will open doors to additional in-
formation for family historians and genealogists with Utah ties. To search the index and view the certificates,
users need to go to http://historyresearch.utah.gov/indexes/index.html

The online index to 250,000+ Utah deaths was created by the State Office of Vital Records and Statistics and
has searchable information limited to the name of the deceased person, their date of death, sex, and where they
died. The Utah State Archives turned to FamilySearch to help them get the digital images online. FamilySearch
digitized the images and provided the technology to link the images of the certificates to the state's online in-
dex. The linking process was completed in just a few weeks — incredibly fast for a project of this nature and
magnitude. The names of Utah's deceased are now very much alive, searchable, and viewable online - and for
free.

"There is so much more information of family history importance that can be found on the certificate itself,"
said Glen Fairclough, processing and reference archivist for the Utah State Archives. Before making the certifi-
cates viewable online, Fairclough said patrons had to order copies through the mail for a fee or visit the state
archives office in person.

"The value of viewing the image of the original death certificate is that it saves you time, money, and pro-
vides rich genealogy data for the family historian,” said Paul Nauta, manager of public affairs for
FamilySearch. Captured on a death certificate are the names and birth places of the deceased person's parents,
place and date of the decedent's birth, marital status, occupation, permanent residence, place and date of burial,
time of death, chief cause and contributory factors of death, and if applicable, where illness was contracted and
the duration of the illness.

The user merely needs to type in an ancestor's name that died in Utah between 1905 to 1954, and they will be
directed to a brief summary of the ancestor's death certificate with a link to view the original image. Users need
to simply click on the certificate image to see a larger, high quality view of the original death certificate.

For more information about the FamilySearch digital image linking technology or services, record custodians
should contact Brad Wilkes, wilkeswb@Idschurch.org.

CASCADE COUNTY
OLD TIMERS’ ASSOCIATION

The Cascade County Old Timers® Association was started about 1914 and initially included those
who had lived in the county since its founding in 1887. First members included Paris Gibson and his
family members, as that family was key in starting the organization. Each member completed a 4 x 6
index card with basic information, including full name, date came to Montana and to Cascade
County, date and place of birth, current address, and date of initial membership; very occasionally,
someone has noted a particular member’s death. Membership drives continued through the years un-
til approximately the 1950’s. The membership cards can be found at the Cascade County Archives;
they are ordered by date of entry, not alphabet.

The following list includes name, date came to Montana and to Cascade County, and where the
individual came from. A complete database is available at the Great Falls Genealogy Library.

-Courtesy of Janet Thomson.
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